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LA MALATTIA CRONICA È UNA DEVIAZIONE DALLA TRAIETTORIA 

DELLôINVECCHIAMENTO NORMALE 
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LA TRAIETTORIA DELLA MALATTIA CRONICA È  

MULTI-DIMENSIONALE 

Cognitive/ 

Intellectual 

Domain 

Emotional/ 

Bevavioural 

Domain 

Social/ functional 

Domain 

Physical 

Domain 
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RIABILITAZIONE COME RIPRISTINO DELLA TRAIETTORIA 

ÅRehabilitation (neuropsychology), therapy to regain or improve neurocognitive function 
that has been lost or diminished 
ÅRehabilitation (wildlife), treatment of injured wildlife so they can be returned to the wild 
ÅDrug rehabilitation, medical or psychotherapeutic treatment for dependency on 
substances such as alcohol and drugs 
ÅOccupational rehabilitation, therapy to return injured workers to an appropriate level of 
work activity 
ÅPhysical medicine and rehabilitation, a branch of medicine that aims to enhance and 
restore functional ability to those with physical impairments or disabilities  
ÅPsychiatric rehabilitation, a branch of psychiatry dealing with restoration of mental health 
and life skills after mental illness 
ÅVision rehabilitation, rehabilitation to improve vision or low vision 
ÅVocational rehabilitation, process which enables persons with impairments or disabilities 
to maintain or return to employment or occupation 
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RIABILITAZIONE COME RIPRISTINO DELLA TRAIETTORIA 
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LE TRAIETTORIE MULTIDIMENSIONALI SONO MALATTIA-SPECIFICHE: 

LôESEMPIO DELLE ATTIVITê DELLA VITA QUOTIDIANA NELLA DEMENZA DI 

ALZHEIMER 

K
n

o
p

m
a

n
 D

. 
In

: 
E

v
id

e
n

c
e

-b
a

s
e

d
 D

e
m

e
n

ti
a

 P
ra

c
ti
c
e

. 
 

B
la

c
k
w

e
ll 

2
0

0
2

. 
P

a
g

 2
3

5
 

Intact 

Very 

impaired 

Relative 

decline 

of 

function 

Time from onset 
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ALZHEIMER 

Plaques séniles 

Amas neuro-

fibrillaires 

b-amyloïde 

tau 

CORPS LEVY 

ET PARKINSON 

Corps de Lewy 

a-synucléine 

DÉMENCE FRONTO-TEMPORALE  

ET SCLÉROSE LATÉRALE AMYOTROPH. 

Inclusions 

intra- 

nucléaires 

Amas 

cytoplasm. 

ubiquitine+ 

Amas 

cytoplasmiqu

es et 

nucléaires 

tau TDP43 FUS 

OTHERS NON 

ALZHEIMER 

Argiroph. grain 

disease, PART, 

sclérose hipp. 

tau, TDP-43, 

others 

NELLE DEMENZE, LE TRAIETTORIE SONO DETERMINATE DALLE 

PROTEINOPATIE 
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Subcortical 
Vascular Dementia 

Slowing of thought 

Motor-dependent 
activites: walking, 
deglutition 

Apathy 

Early incontinence, gait 
disturbance, pyramidal 
signs, deglutition 

No beneficial effect 
Only adverse effects 

Dementia with  
Lewy Bodies 

Reasoning 
Constructional apraxia 

Motor-dependent activites: walking, 
deglutition 

Visual hallucinations, delusions, 
Capgras 

REM sleep behaviour disturbance 

Improvement +++ of cognition and 
behavior 
Severe toxicity of neuroleptics 

!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ  
Disease 

Memory (Late Onset) 
Neocortical (Early Onset) 

Cognition-dependent 
activities: finance, medicines, 
telephone, public transport. 

Secondary (theft) delusions, 
reactive irritability 

--- 

Improvement + of cognition 

 
 

Cognition 

ADL 

Behaviour 

Neuro 

Response 
to AChEIs 

FrontoTemporal 
Dementia 

Reasoning 

Instrumental Activities 
of Daily Living are lost 
due to lack of interest 

Loss of social graces 
Disinhibition 

--- 

Worsening of cognitive 
performance 

DIMENSIONI DELLA STORIA NATURALE COLPITE NELLE DIVERSE DEMENZE 



PROGRESSIONE DIFFERENZIALE IN MALATTIA DI ALZHEIMER A ESORDIO 

PRECOCE E TARDIVO 
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85+ 
80-85 
 

75-80 
70-75 
65-70 
60-65 
<60 

5.5 points/yr 

2.0 points/yr 



PROGRESSIONE DIFFERENZIALE IN MALATTIA DI ALZHEIMER A ESORDIO 

PRECOCE E TARDIVO 

(neocortical) 

Frisoni et al., Brain 2007 

Younger 

Predominantly neocortical 

Older 

Predominantly limbic 

Aphasia apraxia agnosia 

ApoE e4 negative 

Amnesia 

ApoE e4 positive 

Murray et al., 

Lancet Neurology 2011 



AMILOIDOSI CEREBRALE È BIOMARCATORE DI PROGRESSIONE 

DIFFERENZIALE IN DEMENZA CON CORPI DI LEVY 

Senza 
amiloidosi 
cerebrale 

Con 
amiloidosi 
cerebrale 

Abdelnour et al., Mov Disord 2016; 31: 1203ς08 

 



AMILOIDOSI CEREBRALE È BIOMARCATORE DI PROGRESSIONE 

DIFFERENZIALE IN DEMENZA CON CORPI DI LEVY 

Abdelnour et al., Mov Disord 2016; 31: 1203ς08 
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BIOMARCATORI DI RISPOSTA AGLI INTERVENTI RIABILITATIVI 
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Studying the GMB ecosystem with PCA 

AD patients with extreme (ñtypicalò) GMB composition 

7 AD Amy+ with 
typical GMB profile 

All 9 controls 

All other AD Amy+ 
(n=24) 



AD patients with extreme (ñtypicalò) GMB composition 

Sociodemographic features 

  
Amy- controls 

(n=9) 

Amy+ AD patients 
P-value 

(K-W) Typical GMB 

profile (n=7) 

Atypical GMB 

profile (n=24) 

Age, mean (SD) 68.4 (6.5) 69.2 (7.8) 69.8 (5.7) n.s. 

Female, No. (%) 6 (67) 3 (43) 11 (46) n.s. 

Education, mean (SD) 10.0 (5.6) 9.1 (4.9) 8.8 (4.3) n.s. 

MMSE 27.1 (1.6) 21.5 (4.1) 21.0 (4.9) .002 



AD patients with extreme (ñtypicalò) GMB composition 

Clinical features 

  
Amy- 

controls (n=9) 

Amy+ AD patients 

Typical GMB 

profile (n=7) 

Atypical GMB 

profile (n=24) 

P-value 

(M-W) 

Cognitive performance 

  ADAScog 7.2 (2.2) 19.1 (8.2) 17.7 (7.6) n.s. 

  Logical memory 12.4 (1.8) 4.5 (2.5) 7.6 (4.2) .094 

  Rey Auditory Verbal Learning Test 9.2 (2.3) 1.5 (1.2) 4.0 (3.0) .039 

  Trail Making Test A 19 (14) 46 (30) 78 (108) n.s. 

  Trail Making Test B 62 (64) 242 (114) 141 (85) n.s. 

Function and Behaviour 

  Basic ADL, mean - .00 (.00) .13 (.45) n.s. 

  Functional Assessment Questionnaire - 6.4 (3.6) 9.0 (6.0) n.s. 

  NeuroPsychiatric Inventory - 1.4 (3.4) 9.0 (10.6) .014 

Risk factors, No (%) 

  Hypertension 1 (11) 3 (43) 12 (50) n.s. 

  Diabetes 1 (11) 1 (14) 3 (12) n.s. 

  Cardiovascular disease 2 (22) 1 (14) 4 (17) n.s. 

  Hypercholesterolemia 5 (56) 3 (43) 13 (54) n.s. 

  Ictus 1 (11) 0 2 (8) n.s. 

  Multinfartual encephalopathy 0 0 2 (8) n.s. 

Drugs, No (%) 

  AChEI - 6 (86) 16 (70) n.s. 

  Memantine - 1 (14) 2 (9) n.s. 

  Antidepressant/ hypnotic/ anxiolytic - 2 (29) 11 (48) n.s. 

  Antipsychotic - 0 2 (9) n.s. 

Cognitive supplements*, No (%) - 2 (29) 6 (26) n.s. 



AD patients with extreme (ñtypicalò) GMB composition 

Cytokine expression 
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AD patients with extreme (ñtypicalò) GMB composition 

Bacterial Lipopolysaccharide in the serum 
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